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One hundred years opo, tradition tells us a little company of de-

vout men and women were wont to gather in the grove on the rocks
near the old Fulkersj.n a, tring, some four hundred yards from where
we gather to-da- y,

"The proves were God's first temples,
Ere man had learned to hew the shaft,
And lay the architrave, and spread the roof abovo them
Ere he framed the lofty vault to gather and roll back the sound of
anthem.
In the darklinp wood, amidst the cool and silence he knelt down, and
offered to the Mightiest solemn thanks and supplication
Fit shrine for humble worshipper to hold communion with his Maker."

Looking back through one hundred years ot tempest and sunshine
we see that old picture. For their names we must wait till we are
permitted to read them from the Lambs' Hook of Life, yet we know
them for their works do follow them. They are gathered for miles
around. They are hungry for the Bread of Life. Some of them are
members of old Salem church. Their p:ntor Diniel Brown. Edmund
Benrden ir some of thee old worthies sent of God to proclaim the king-
dom of Heaven at hand, ha pivachni in their homes. His fame has
spread nlm.od nnvme; tv.i t tiers till no house will hold the multitude,
hungry for the pnstH. They be take themselves to these inviting shades,
for there is much water here. Ideal Baptist soil. Xo wonder it grew.

A protracted meeting is held and there went out to hear him all
the region round about. Many of them believed, and he baptized
them into the fellowship of olil Salem church. These were the begin-
nings of L'nion church. The probabilities are that it continued as an
arm of Salem chut-- h till 1S20. The records of Salem church show
that in May 1S2" Eld. William Buckley petitioned for a constitution
for the brethren in his neighborhood. It was unanimously agreed
that thev be constituted Saturday before the first Sunday in June
1S20. Bros. Willis Champion Sr., Dempsey Bulges. Champion Ter-
ry, Robert Hodge, Lewis Barlow, John Alsobrook and William Gray
were appointed as "helps" to meet at Frederick Fulkerson's house.
Henry iiodge, Sr., and Sally his wife, rrederick FulKorson, Sallie
Havnes, Anna Brent. Abel Tongue and Patsy his wife are given as
those from Salem church going into the new constitution. On inquiry
we tlnd that William Buckley lived on the place now owned by W. IL
LaRue and Frederick Fulkerson on the place now owned by W. L.
Tavlor. Salem church records show that they frequently met at
Frederick Fulkerson house. In June 1NIG they appointed the Lord's
Supper to be observed there in August beginning Friday before as a
solemn fast dav. The church agrees to meet at Bro. Sellers the sec-

ond Sunday and Saturday before in each month, as "monthly", meet-
ing, and at Bro. Fulkersons, the Fourth Sunday and Saturday before
as their "branch" church meeting. This arrangement continued
through 1?07. In July 1S12 the church again meets at Bro. Fulker-
sons and he is restored, having been excluded some time before on the
charge of "usurping authority, wilful falsehood and stubborn obsti-
nacy. Sallie Hodge was received bv experience and baptism at that
meeting. A council of sister churches meet at Bro. Fulkersons in
1S10 to act upon his case. Salem meets again at Bro. Fulkersons in
January 1S1G and in February ISIS. Doubtless there were other
meetings of which there is no mention in the minutes. We find from
Spencers History of Kentucky Baptists that Union churck joined
Little River Association of United Baptists in 1S20. Perhups here in
is the reason it was called "Union" church, United Baptists, or Mis-

sionary as distinguished from the Hardshell, or Bap-
tist. Thev were brave only three j ears old, yet they entertain the
Little River Association lS2:i. May 1S20' Union church petitioned Sa-

lem church for Bro. and sister Swan to be their deacons. In answer
Salem says:- - We think the request reasonable and leave it entirely
with Bro. and sister Swan.

In August 1S2G Union church petitions Salem for "helps" and Sa-

lem appoints Willis Champion, Sr. , Geo. Swan and Martin V. Martin
to assist them in their counsel. Salem church petitions Union church
to join them in a Union Meeting in October 1S20 In 1S2G Union
church petitions Salem church for a deacon to officiate the Lord's Sup- -

In 1S33 Union church asked Salem for "help" to consider a
Cer. that wishes to withdraw from the church and join the anti-missi-

party that went otF from Little River Association. From
these references we see how closely allied these two bodies were
from 1S05 to 1S35, the first thirty years of their history.

A GLIMPSE AT CONDITION'S IN 1S10

When Union church was beginning there was but one other
church in all this couuty that was Salem, tht mother church. There
were no railroads, steam-bo- at or steam mills then, for steam
had not yet been harnessed. The settlements were few
and far between. Wild beasts and Indians prowled the forests and
endangered the settlers. Wagons buggies and farm machinery had
not yet been introduced. The fiat boat, the horse-mil- l, the ox-car- t,

the tan-yar- d, and the rip-sa- w were the great inventions of that con-
quering civilization. Public free schools, mail routes, Post oflices,
and Newspapers were far away luxries of which the wondorous wise
told around the cabin fire-side- ." The astonished listeners wondered:
"How can these things be'."'

CHARACTERISTICS OF THESE PIONEERS Or' FAITH
Many of them were from the older states, the Carolinas and

Virginian. They were eekirur a land and soil where they might build
homes and churches. They Drought with them the Bible, Faith,
Hope and Love. They I uilt homes with children in them and church-
es with Chrwr in them. Their fnith wa not without works. They
were farmers Lands must be cleared, improvements built, crop's
planted and tilled, yet they found time and place to worship God and
build his house. Many of them made long: journeys on foot, horse-
back, or to attend their church meetings. They were glad
when they paid: "Let us go up to the house of the Lord." They insula
no excuse. Here was their chief joy. They loved their church and
gave it th'iir toils, their cares. Their loyalty i.i witnessed in their at-
tendance upon its meetings and in enforcii g its discipline. The
members aie promptly cited to the church for going
to the racing fields, allowing fiddling and dancing in the home, and
other seeming minor offenses of to-da- y. "Call for the peace of the
church at every meeting was one of their ruki.

John Terry appenrs a. the clerk aud pillar of the church in these
early times. Tradition relates that all .ibandoned and gave up the
sinking ship except this faithful servant of God. For years he alone
came to the sacred altar, read a chapter from the Book then with
mighty faith supplicated the throne of graces, sang some of the old
songs of Zion, and in the strength of that heavenly manna, he came,
through the wilderness, across the Jordan into the promised land
Soon a man sent from God comes and holds a meeting of davs, Zion
pravails and brings lorth sons and daughters. A tree planted by the
rivers of water, that brought forth his fruit in his season.

EVENTS FROM 1S35 TO 1910 "J

Our records begin with March 13.1. The records before that date
are said to have been burned with the residence of Peyton Hodge, the
clerk of the church. Only five of the Constituent members names ap-
pear on our reoords in 1832 viz: Sally Haynes. Sally Hodge, Abel
league. Patsy Teague and William Buckley. William Buckley prob-
ably the first pastor, as he appears to have been the "mo.'er in or-
ganization. He was born in Wordford county Tennessee. Ordained
to preach in 1S07. About 1S20 he moved to this place and united with
this church. After a few years he moved to Caldwell county. lie
was regarded as one of the most able and effective preachers of his
time. It is said he baptized 135 persons in one church during 1818-1- 9.

He was greatly esteemed in Little River Association as appears from
his being Moderator from 1821 to 1828, and again in 1833 when the
split came. His closing days however were clouded. He goes with
the and was finally silenced from preaching on ac-

count of drunkeness. (He was great grand father of the writer of
this sketch.)

The next pastor was probably Abel Teague as he appears as still
a member of the church and occasional Moderator until 1837. He
preached the Introductory sermon before Little River Association in
1836.

Eld. Willis Champion appears as the next pastor. The May Min-
utes 183G says: A discourse was delivered by Bro. Willis Champion.
We appoint our communion season quarterly, April, June, August and
October. In June 1835 a Brother is excluded for intoxication. On
motion we take into consideration the propriety of building a new
meeting house. Bros., Belus Boaz, Peyton Hodge and Samuel Wil-bor- n

are appointed a committee, and they draw subscriptions and
procure subscribers, and so soon as a suffiicent amount can be raised,
they proceed forthwith to employ some one to the building of said
house, as has been described by the church. Evidently that was the
second house that stood in what is now the cemetery west of the one
we are in to-da- It was not completed however till 1837.

The September meeting of 1835 tooK up the resolution that way3
proposed by the Association, that the churches contribute for itiner-
ant preaching. Seven dollars and twenty-fiv- e cents were given. Mo-
tion that Brother Graces' liberty to preach be extended to the ends of
the earth. The July meeting 183G petitions Bro. Grace to take the
pastoral care of the church. He served till February 1837 when the
church apDointed Bro. Robt. Hodge and Belus Boaz to look around and
know if there can be one obtained. They report in April that they
can obtain Jas. W. Mansfield if they will change time of meeting.
He serves them from 1837 to 1841. Thi3 appears as a period of great
prosperity in the church. Their new house is finished and the old
one torn down, Additions are noted by baptism or letter almost every
meeting. The church refuses to help itinerary preaching as requested
by the Association. In October 1833 u - . j liberated James

Ramer to exercise his gifts in the bounds of this and adjoining church-
es if invited. On request of the Association they say:- - We think it
not expedient at this time to join the General Association. Dec. 30,
1837 is appointed a day of prayer, thanksgiving and praise. The As-
sociation meets with them again in 1341. Of their pastor, Jas. W.
Mansfield, Spencers History says:- - He was the pastor of New Bethel
church twenty-fiv- e years. When Little River Association divided in
1833 most of the older ministers went with the Anti-Missio- n party.
This left the churches in great destitution. To remedy this evil, Mr.
Mansfield regularly supplied several churches with monthly preaching
on week dnys, till the Lord raised up young preachers to take charge
of them. His gifts were practical rather than brilliant. He was de-
voutly consecrated to his holy calling. He received small compensation
yet earnestly advocated Missions, education and temperance reform.
He was greatly successful in winning souls to Christ.

In December 1841 a committee of Union church met at Mt. Pleas-
ant near Berry Ferry aud received fourteen members. In April 1842
these with others are given letters of dismission to constitute a church.
Joel E. Grace, Colin Hodge, John Boaz, William Terry, John Terry
and Peyton Hodge are appointed as helps in that organization. Jan.
1S42, Eld. Joel E. Grace is called to the pastoral care of the church.
March 1842, a committee is appointed to examine the treasurer office,
sixteen cents is reported on hand. The same meeting liberated Colin
Hodge to exercise his gifts in the bounds of this church and if request-
ed in Crittenden, Livingston and Caldwell counties. He preached his
first sermon in Union church May 1S42 and his widow, who is with us
to-da- tells us he was arranging to commemorate his fiftieth anniversa-ryi-n

the,ministry by preaching here from the same text May 1892.
In July sister Elizabeth Iiodge presentsa bathing wrapper to the

church and at her death wills the church twenty-fiv- e dollars. This is
the mother of Eld. Colin Iiodge. Soon after this the church presents
Bro. Grace the pastor a bautismal suit of clothes. Thirteen join the
church as result of meeting of days. These were perhaps among the
mos-- t prosperous days of the church. Now has a membership of 122,

7 whites and :) blacks, and Mt. Pleasant has been constituted from
them.

Eld. Joel E. Grace is the great "Commoner" of these days. He
was born in North Carolina in 1S01, moved to Kentucky while young,
joined Union church when about thirty, baptized by Jas. V. Mans-
field, who has just passed ofT the stage. He scon begins to hold
prayer meetings, exhortii g hritinns to faithfulness and sinners to
repentance. lie was soon rited and ordained, and served faithful-
ly and successfully in his holy calling about thirty years. A contem-
porary says:- - "His pleasant and cai manner of 'aiidn s made him a
very pleasant speaker. There were i..'t few men of h association, if
any, who had more col rect views of the doctrine.-- . f the bible, who
were more useful in the churches, and more beloved by all who knew
him."

February 1841 the church unanimously agreed to the ordination of
Colin Hodge" and appointed Saturday before the third Sunday in May
for him to be ordained, the meeting to commence on Friday before
the Counsil consisting of Elders James Mansfield, Clayborn Wilson
and Willis Champion. January 1834. just as the meeting was dis-
missed, Brethren Colin Hodge and J. Millet came and proposed preach-
ing in the evening. The meeting continued nine days. Bro. Grace
the pastor came and a door was opened to receive members. Nine
were baptized.

September IS 10, met and adjourned from day to day through its
protracted meeting, assisted by Elders Collins,. Iiodge anil Champion.
Fifteen were admitted to the church. We have two sisters only re-
maining with us to tell of the great revivals of 1S45 4G. The follow-
ing December Elder Grace resigned, after five years of faithful effec-tjv- e

work, in which the church flourished as a tree planted by the
rivers of waters, bringing forth fruit in her season.

March 1S47, Elder Colin Hodge met with the church and accepted
the pastoral care for one year. July 1S47, the church requested the
the jastor to deliver a discourse on Missionary Benevolence, the asso-
ciation having callcl the attention- - of the churches to the religious
state of the country . Up to this time very little attention had been
given to mission work abroad indeed they felt there was plenty in
their own bounds.

About this time a great trouble arose in the church, continuing
some two years. Twentv-ftu- r are dismissed by letter and exclusion.
They now number only 88.

March 1S4S. the church again calls Elder Joel E. Grace, and he
accepts. In July in response to the request of the Association they
say: We have no objection to constituting a Minister and Members,
but rather recommend such a measure to the Association. In October
1S39, the church enjoyed a gracious revival. Fifteen additions.
Through 1S30 and 57 we note additions almost every meeting. August
lto'57 the letter to the Association is read and received. $9.30 is sent to
Home Missions, the first noted in the history of the church. They
contribute regularly after this.

September 1S57, the church passed the following resolution:
Whereas Dr. Stephens has delivered two discourses at Providence on
Baptism in which he has advanced doctrine and made assertions as we
believe contrary to the Bible, Therefore Resolved, that we request
Elder Colin Hodge to present the truth according to the Bible, in that
neighborhood, either by public discourse or debate with Dr. Stephens,
whichever he may think best calculated to advance the cause of truth.

December 1352. the meeting of days was attended by the pastor
and Bro. Green and a part of the time by Bro. Hodge, during which
the work was mightily revived. Seventeen were added to the church
followed by others through the year. Again in 1853 they had a great
revival and fourteen were added. 1S63 4 5 are prosperous years.
Peace prevails and the Lord is adding continually those being saved.

October 185G. a presbytery consisting of Elders G'ace and Hodge
ordain William Threlkold and "B. U. Barnes as deacons and Milton L.
Bourland to the Gospel Ministry.

January 1S57. the rule: Call for the peace of the church was
stricken oil". Tho Union meeting was held with Union church fifth
Sunday in May 1S.7T. These meetings were quarterly, and occasions
of reunion of brethren from sister churches Two or three days were
spent in preaching, prayer exhortation and singing.' They were
seasons of ref-c-hi- from the presence of the Lord.

February IStiO, Elder Joel E. G'ace resigns and calls for letter for
himself and wife, having served ;.s pastor two terms, seventeen years
in all. He is succeeded by Elder Colin Hodge who accepted on con-tio-

that the church hold (1 a .stated praver meeting, (2) discard
protracted meetings as usually conducted and (.'!)a stated salary. It
was a prosperous year. There were twenty-fiv- e additions and eleven
dollars raised for Mission.

March lc'Gl, Elder Willis Champion was called as pastor and Bro.
Hodge and daughter were gianted letters. Bro. Champion continues
with them through the war until June 1SGG, when Elder Isaac ry

is called. This war period however is one of the most prosper-
ous in the history of the church. About fifty were baptized. Bro. B.
W. Barnes was liberated to exercise his ministeral gifts and ordained
October lSGl, Elders Champion and Deboe as presbytery The pastors
salary is increased from fifty to eighty doilars per year.

March lSGfi, a committee is appointed to raise funds for building
a new house of worship. June 1SGG Elder Isaac McMurry accepts tne
pastoral care of the church. The building committee are auhorized
to go forward and make contracts for the building. J. A. Daivdson,
D. W. Carter. Sr., E, H. Taylor, W. H. Franklin and W. J. LaRue
are the committee. September 1870, the church resolves to build a
brick house fifty feet long, thirty-eigh- t feet wide and fourteen fee
between floor and ceiling. We are in that house today, having spen
some eight hundred dollars in repairs and improvements recently.

The building did not absorb all their attention however, for we
find the church enjoying gracious revivals and in gatherings during the
five or six years of the building. Elder Isaac McMurry was the faith-
ful pastor during this building period. He was greatly esteemed for
his piety and upright living.

January 1874, Elder Colin Hodge again becomes the undershepard
A burdensome debt is hanging over them. Who has not heard of the
drouth of 74? $573 yet to lie raised and a crop failure! Yet we read
October 1874 the meeting continued twelve days, when twenty-fou- r
put on Christ in baptism, among whom was T, C. Carter, our pastor
today.

Of the pastor Colin Hodge I hesitate to write. Such sacred mem-
ories! Such holy ground! Many of us today hear his voice, feel his
presence, see his tears, know his love. Though departed yet speaking
I have heard the great and near great of our day and times, but for
pulpit eloquence and power, none have impressed me as did Colin
Hodge, the preacher of my childhood days. His biography says: He
was converted in his 25th year. In 1841, on his way to a horse race he
met the people returning from Union church where they have just closed,
a meeting and this thought occurred to him, "As we are going now, so
will it be in the end." He became pungently convicted of his sins,
and witndrawing a bet he had made on a horse race, turned his atten-
tion to the affairs of his soul. This alone is rich reward for all those
years of toils and prayers. Perhaps those fathers were discouraged
and thought their meeting a failure. Only three or four joined that
year. But their going home that day was used of the Lord to arrest
this young man yet breathing out threatening against the disciples of
the Lord. And straightway there fell from his eyes as it were scales,
and he received sight, and arose and was baptized, by Elder Jas. W.
Mansfield into the fellowship of Union church, a chosen vessel to pro-
claim the unsearchable riches of Christ to th,e multitudes that gladly
heard him.

Bro. Hodge continues pastor until February 1883, when the church
reluctantly accepts his resignation, offered on account of his failing
health. The records show this one of the brightest eras in the history
of the church. Many revivals and ingatheJings are noted. Its mem-
bership is now more than 200, having almost doubled in ten years.

Closely identified with this great work and a great factor in it was
Elder B. w. Barnes of blessed memory. While he was never pastor
of the church, ho was truly the pastors helper and true yoke-fello- w in
all the work of the church. He was most effective in revival work, a
winner of soul3, his earnest entreaty, his faithful warning, weeping,
sowing precious seed, brought forth abundant harvest of precious
souls.

'r'" ame meeting which accepted the resignation of Colin Hodge,

r

w" '" - '
called for the ordination of Bro. T. C. Carter. In May 1883 he was
ordained, the presbytery consisting of Elders Hodge, Gibbs, Herfry,
Blackburn, Traylor and Ogleby. The namo month at a call meeting he
was called to take pastoral care of the church. The church greatly
prospered. Mission work advances. Bro, Sidney A. Childress is a
Licentiate. He and the pastor hold successful revivals not only in the
church, but at Columbia Mines and Childress school house.

The church joins the Ohio River Association. Bro. Carter resigns
December 1886, having served three years. The next meeting Elder-Coli-

Hodge is again called and accepts. Sidney A. Childress is or-
dained, the presbytery consisting of Elders Hodge Henry and Carter.

January 1888 the church called Elder J. S. Henry. In April Bro.
Henry accepts and continues with the church as pastor three years.
The church moves grandly on in its missions of blessing the world
under his lending hand. Missions and benevolences are coming more
and more a feature in the work of the church.

May 1891 the church is requested by Cave Spring church to ordain
Bro. E. M. Eaton to the full work of the ministry. The request was
cheerfully granted the presbytery consisting of Elder Carter, Gibbs,
Franks and Henry.

December 1891 Bro. Henry resigns and Elder E. B. Blackburn is
called and accepts the care of the church and continues four years.

Bro. G. S. Summers is ordained December 1S94.
January 1896 the church receives a request from Cave Spring

church for the ordination of R. A. LaRue. The request is granted.
March 189G Elder J. S. Henry again accepts the care of the church

and continues until December 1904 when Elder T. A. Conway was
called. Bro. Conwav accepted as supply until May 190G, when Elder
W. R. Gibbs was called and continued with the church until December
1908 when Elder T. C. Carter was again called and continues with us
today.

Tho Kind You Havo Always Bought, ami which has been
in uso for over 30 years, lias boruo tho signaturo oL

--rt tt'xl has been inauo under his pcr--
fvr jCJ&J'fl'&L'A 5onnl supervision since Its infancy.

taY, JZtCAZM Allow no one to deceive you in this.
All Counterfeits, Imitations and "Just-as-goo- d" arc but
Experiments that trillo with and endanger thu health of
Infants and Children Experience- - against Experiment.

What is CASTORIA
Castoria is a harmless fcubstltuto for Castor Oil, Pare-
goric, Drops and Soothing Syrups. It is Pleasant. It
contains neither Opium, Morphine nor other Xarcotie
.substance. Its ago is its guarantee. It destroys "Worms
and allays Fcvcrishness. It cures Diarrhoea, and "Wind
Colic. It relieves Teething Troubles, cures Constipation
and Flatulency. It assimilates tho Food, regulates tho
Stomach and Bowels, giving healthy and natural sleep.
Tho Children's Panacea Tho Mother's Friend.

GENUINE CASTORIA ALWAYS
Bears the of(zncu

The Kind You Have Always Bought
In Use For Over 30 Years.

THC CCNTAUR COMPANY, If MURftAV STRCET. 1EWVOPIK CIT.

EammmmmmmammmmmmmmHmmKmm

THE
EVANSVILLE

DAILY
COURIER

Signature

JUST
ONE -- HALF
REGULAR

PRICE

The Evansville Daily Courier One Year $1.25

.Just think of k. V2 issues of tho brightest,
newsiest ainl most U)-to-d;i- to paper published in
Southern Indiana for the cxuvnv.'ly $S ieL

low price of ?$ J. & J
Wc Will Accept Subscriptions at Tills Extraordinary Low Rate

Between Oct. lOtli and Oct. 20lh. 1910, Inclusive

"AM the News AH the Tame"
Is the motto of the Courier. It carries the full As-

sociated Press reports, the greatest news gathering
association in the world, supplemented by host otf

special correspondents at all important news centers.

Market Reports Complete and. Correct
Special efforts" arc made to make our market reports
complete and reliable.

To secure the above offer, simply make your re-

mittance any day between Oct. 10th and 20th. Money
may be sent by' check, express or postal money or-

der. We will accept subscriptions outside of Evans-
ville, ori'rom towns where we hav,e no local agents at
this rate.

No renewal orders accepted at this rate unless
subscriptions expire in October.

ADDRESS ALL LETTERS TO

Circulation Dept., The Evansville Courier
EVANSVILLE, IND.

'It is the ONLY English newspaper published in Ev-

ansville that you can get by mail the same day it is
imnte.l.
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ESTRAYED

Taken up by me as and es-tr- ay

one buck sheep, marked
with crop and split in left
and over bit in right ear.
Owner can claim same by calling
and paying for this ad.

Z. T. Terry,
Marion, Ky. R. 4 Box 28

"
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FOR SALE

180 acres, half mile of Hurri-
cane Campground near Tolu.
140 acres of which is in high
state of cultivation, balance in
good timber. No buildings, but
orchard. This land is known as
the Elisha White farm and is.
all good land. Address,

A. B. Griffin,
Tolu, Ky.
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